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Social Media Institute of Atlanta ~ SMSEM Fall, 201
Assignment 1: Blogging Content and WordPress
Two actual websites created by Mercer MBA students follow with nam

few more elements (i) setting up Google Analytics and (ii) uploading/ac
www.smsemdemol .info (2) www.smsemdemo?.info

1 Pag

tivating new plugins into widg|

L. Creating Content for vour Blog Website

Wehsites have a broad spectrum of application including niche landing

thought leader I a particular topic. Creating a site as a thought leader can enhance your credibility and

reputation. Blog content can be effectively categorized in three areas an *Eﬂyou will write an article for e

The content you write should be professional and T would suggest somebne clsc proofreading as it will

Internet and it will get visitors. Some detailed guidelines arc as follows consistent with some SEO issu

soon be covering:

i..) Main Title plus at least two sub-headings (H2/Header2) within each article

ii..) At least two bullet points within each article

1ii..) At least two hyperlinks referencing something on the Internet with|a “clean” appearance using un
words versus showing a URL. This is an effective way not to offend your readership as they can ¢
seek hyperlink reference. This way you do not “insull™ your more kinowlcdgcablc readers,

iv..) At least two of the articles should have something in “quotes™ as WordPress does an attractive job

pages and the potential to adva

Select a blog topic that you will be writing two articles about. Select something you would enjoy writil

Fase:l1-4

elof4

28, ef¢ changed: Your assighment adds a

ets. (1)

nce you as a
propel your
ach area.

be on the

es we will

derlined
ontinue or

with this.

ng about

which may include a hobby, interest, etc.; something that you are pﬂbbl()l’ldlt.‘- about. Once we post thesg two

articles and a third human interest story that will conclude our posts. ‘I'ercfore do not dwell over topig

It is best to develop these three articles in a Word document and then pa
posting area.

iste completed article into the V

1. Content Piece 1: Totally Original Content: Write compelling material that is totally new. Draw frao

experience. Feel free to use bullet points. Length: 500+ words (although as long as you really want

Content Piece 2: Reference Another Article/Post and Comment/Embellish Upon
Locate another article or blog posting on your topic over the infernet that you feel is interesting. Gq
will limit to just blogs. Take this article and:
L In the first two sentences reference the article with the title, name and author along with a h

is “anchored” with some very complimentary reference, ele.
Q Then proceed to summarize somc of the article’s key points to your readerbmp
QO Then expand on the topic by embellishing on the topic. Use the article as a jumping off poi
an overall compelling posting. An example of this on my website is: “Recreating Academiq
Removing Blame from Students: A Faculty Responsibility™ http:/paulrheller.com/2010/10/recr

chosen.

NVordPress

m your

rogle “Blog™
yperlink that
it to create

Rigor and
cating-

academic-rigor-and-removing-blame-from-students-a-faculty-responsibilitv/

Length: 500+ words (although as long as you really want).

. Content Picee 3: Human Interest Story:
A personal, human interest story or commentary that creates a pcr'aonal link to your readership.

You want to develop/expand the relationship with your readership l:rcyond your “technical” knowle

An example is writing an article on what Father’s Day means to you between you and your son,
An example on my website is; “Tt’s not Necessarily Making the ‘Rurht Decision; It's Making Tha

‘Right” " http://paulrheller.com/category/intriguing-personal-topics/
Length: 500+ words (although as long as you really want).
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IL.. Posting Three Content Pieces Above and Initial WordPress Site Setup
tJI provide vou detailed instruct
facilitate ease in navigating this new platform below. Some initiat pointers include:

nt-end of sitc, the other the bag
¢ Funclion 5 (5) will update your website to reflect any changes that you have made

.. WordPress will often ask/catch you.

We will go over and demonstrate the following instructions in class bu

¢ Establish two tabs to toggle back and forth; one showing the fro

+ Ifyou try to exit before updatmg/savmg your edits/updates/etc.

aﬂelf Clabb 011

1. Posting THREE Amcles As New Posts*
Logm into your site with User Name and Password; you will be ¢

. “Posts )
Make sure (1) Visuval not HTLM mode (ii) Make Sure The Tast
opens 2" line of Tcons starting with “Paragraph ¥ box.

hanging thesc very soon,
_” Main Tab, “Add New” and inserl the Article Title into “Enter Title Here™.

To:141346605551
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B. Copy word document article into post area.
C. Using these formatting icons modify your content,
1. Use H2 heading [located inside “Paragraph W] for subhcadmgs within each article at least twice,
Feel free to use other H3-H5 headers for visual impact with size smaller as number increases.
il. Use Bold and Italics as appropriate. Any bullet points |11 need to he re-formatted with|icon.
iii. Use Quotes [“] in at Jeast two of three articles; as shading created around text until a lin space is
detected. This is a very appealing feature in WordPress.
D. Hyperlink at least once in the posting with only select words underlined to denote link available
i Find URL to be linked to and copy it.
ii. Go inside posting and highlight select words you want associated with this hyperlink,
iil. Click on Chain lcon, Paste hyperlink into Link TURI. (don’t duplicate hitp://),
| Select “open process “Add Link “
Also.illustrate hoy : Word = Shade desired words, right-click, hyperlink, paste in
URL, okay .. Hyper]mk within Word will shcw»“r up a8 underlined in blue {good apphcalmn fon emails)
E. Save your work periodically by locating “Publish” area using injtially the “Save Drafi” and thep when
completely finished with the article/proofread; “Publish”™.
2. Setting Up Your WordPress Website -First of Three Parts: TEXT
A.. Basic Administration/Change Password/”About Yourself” Blurb for Posts
“Users ¥’ Main Tab -“Your Profile” tab
i “Name” section, revise everything for yourself (replacing Paul Heller information)
it.. “Contact Information™ scction, ﬂnly thing relevant cmail address
iit.,  “About The Author” This is a nice feature as it will pnnt out this standard blurb at the bottom
of each post. Develop 4+ professional sentences about trourself relevant to the topic of your blog.
iv..  New Password: straightforward
V.. Under “Genesis User Settings™, then “[ Enable Author(Box on this Uscrs’s Posts”
vi.  Process by “Update Profile” at botiom lefl
B.. Home Page — Upper Left Hand Titling
Determine the Top two title lines of your Home Page that currently say “Sailing is my Dream”]
and in smaller lettering below “Paul Heller Vision of Sailing”,
i. Go 10 “Settings..” ¥ tab - “General” and replace the first two lincs:
Site Title: . (Larger) Tagline: (Smaller)
ii. Change emai] address iii. “Save Changes™
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C.. Home Page — [Top] Right: Quotc Rotator Widget
i.. “Settings -~'¥ " tab — “Quote Rotator” which controls title and basic parameters
Insert an appropriate title?: {Weckly-Monthly Thoughts, |etc., be creative]. All the other|defaul

H..

L. Proper Titles for Three Postings in Menu Tab

.. Home Page - Home Bottom #1 [Left): Featured Posts Widget

.. Home Page — Home Bottom #2 [Middle|: Text/Mail Chimp Email Tnterface

. Home Page — Home Botiom #3 [Right]: Social Media Widget

.. Secondary Sidebar Widget: We will just “blank™ this area out b}1 going to the widget and drag 1

Setting Up Your WordPress Website - Second of Three Parts; IMAGES

The suggested way to upload images into your website is to first pla;ce them in your Media Library
then go into the pages or widgets and simply inscrt them. To add pholos/images to Media Library:
“Media. W”-“Add New", “Select files” and place a JPEG image saved on your computer as JPEG
accordingly and if you want a caption underneath the picture you can enter also. “Save all changes’

settings are okay but feel free to play around with delay (time for quotes to change), fad
random vs chronological order. Process with “Save Changes” al bottom.

g in/out, and

ii.. “Tools = W tab ~ “Quotes”. Compose al least four quotes with authors that would be impressive,
Could be testimonials about you, weekly-monthly thoughts, iry to make legitimate. Yoy can look up

famous quotes easily on Google,

This is all set you don’t need to do anything, It is set to bring in
reader on the home page sces the first 200 words and title of this
encourage them to click on title that takes visitor to entire post.

i.. We will be learning more about Email Provider application lLater in the
with WordPress. For now simply change the title accordingly. “Appéarance . “Wi tab — “Wi
Home Bottom #2 ¥, open this module up by clicking on Text:”V¥”, and change “Titlc”,
to something logical that you want viewer conversion; we will discuss at length later in cout

! - Hor d Adding an Image Rotator
“Appearance; ¥ tab - “Widget” — Home Bottom #3; like above Widget go into module and
the following URLs for those established; Facebook and LinkedIn at a minimum (you can
Insert in Twitter in a few wecks if no profile currently), Make sure you provide initial level UR]
you are NOT logged into your account, just the URL to access your profile. Otherwise you may
people direct account (setup) access to FB, LI and Twitter.

Plug-in into this widget. Leave it blank and save it.

5.

Changing “Contact” Tab From Home Page {th 106 ] i
“Pages: W tab -“Pages” tab — Mouse over Contact, “Edit”. Change information accordingly (
have to provide a phone, email or address as form email alone is| enough), Leave the [contact-fol

form 17] as is a standard format for site visitor to complete to sent you jan email without having your em:
revealed, When finished “Save”.

Follow these same instructions to change the following other two Pagcls.: i} Biography and ii) Vision

“Appearance’. ¥, “Menus” tab. Under Postings/Articles go into each of the existing threc tit]
“Custom’'¥* and replace the URT. and Navigation Label (Article Title). To pet the correct URL
To “Posts W' and “Lidit Post”. Click on “Get Shortlink” and place this into the URL field.

your most recent two posts 5o that the
post. This glimpse will hopcfully
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", You can

upload cell phone pictures, internet images, ctc. You can delete Heller picturcs that are saved in your media
library. Photos available on Internet, your cell phone and hopefully you have a professional photo of yourselt.
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4. Setting Up Your WordPress Website - Third of Three Parts: Uploading new Plug-ins
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“Biography” Page: Image W GE Go to Biograph)
Click over picture and select delete icon. Place cursor back at the
first box to the side of “Upload/Insert”. _On first row in blue “Media Library”, choose photo

v page &d

Put appropriate title into “Title™ and “Alternative Text™. If you wanl 2 caption to appear below {

insert it under “Caption” box. Choose Alignment: *Left”, and Size: “Thumbnail or Medium™; «
Post”. For proper blank spacing of text on each side of image: In|edit mode of page, right click

Page:d-4

Page 4 of 4

ie (like in Step H).
start of first word of page and |click on

d “Show”,
he picture

Insert into

hver picture

and Select image icon, “Advanced Settings”, Insert 10 = 20 intq both “Vertical space” and “Horizontal”

space”and “Update"" and “Updatn,“ Page.
S|

Note: although Title and Altemnatc de
“About The A.uthor“ Primary Sidebar;

[Nole: this is s

. AAT

portant from SEQ|

“Appearance . ¥, “Widgets”, “anary ‘?hdebai"’v L'ext: Abolt The Author”™¥. You will se¢ the

following HTML code within this Text Widget: <p><img class='
sre="htip://jay-heller. com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Tay-Profe
Spx"width="100" height="150"></a>WIIATEVER TEXT YOU W

'size-medium wp-image-84 a

pacing in pixels to right and bottom of]

._,,X . A little start to HTML apE
li

essional jpg" alt=""style="marg

photo].
standpoiit,

lcations.

gnleft"
in-right;
XXX

WANT _ XXXXXXXX XXXXXXX X
In case you accidentally delete or modify incorrectly its best to copy this into a backup word do
in ¢ase. Find/copy the image URL from Media Library “File URL"‘ which is the last field. Note

ignores spaces generally. Note that I have shown underlined what your will be inserting/replaci

The image for I1eader Right. Navigate to that appropriatc widget and i inside the “Image Wldget
Image™ You may need to adjust photo as il is a very horizontal :'-;pa(.e i
you find it.confusing we w topcther. Follow Step 3 to initially foad image into Media [
One Image Option i

Option 1: Take your image and just center it in the area as whcn| you stretch so much horizontal
really create too much distortion and possible blurriness. Set he1ght to 100, width will adjust ay
Option 2: Use the following online photo editor to size to 547 X] 100 (these are in pixels)
www.freeonlinephotoeditor.com > Browse, then Upload >Resize tab > Then unclick “Ratio™]
and simply insert “Width™: 400 ->» 547 “Height™: 100 and click Resize and “save” to your con
Demo] site triathlon image is the full width and it looks fabulous ... the distortion adds to the i

M.. We will add an Image Rolator above the Social Media Wld;,et You will learn to upload a new

N..
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Plug-in,

“Plugins W tab — “Add New™. Tn the search arca type in “Inm;,,e Rotator” and scroll through a bunch

of pages but you won’t find the one I want to use. Then type in vslider” and you will see “vS]
Image Slider for WordPress” come up. “Install Now” and then “Acuvau, Plugin®, On the main
menu a new Tab will show a the bottom “vSlider”. “Edit vSlider” and place in threc i image in
Image 1/2/3 (+/ -). 1n first field “Image URL” add the actual m|l|age URL from Media Library
sure to “Save Settings” after each. Continue this for all three imagces you choose. The only Ge
change is the Image width and height to 300 Px and 250 px res l
Then go to lHome Bottom #3 Widget and drag vSlider into areaﬁ)above the Social Media Widge
you ¢an have multiple plug-ins within one widget area. i
I
We will now setup Google Analytics so that you can see metrics on your site including vicws, b
nurnbc:r of pages viewed, etc. '

ider Multi-
left-hand
F¥Custom

mmaking

neral Setting
ectively and “Save Settings” (] ._‘_ &5
t. Note that

me on site,

. Go to www.Google.com/Analytics and for your cmail addrebbj setup a new account. “Sign Up Now™.

Provide all necessary information and when you “I accept. CI'(:th my account”™ you will be 4
An account like: UA-25185246-1 |

ssigned

ii.. Now similar to Step M, (i) upload and (ii) activate the Guugle| Analytic Plug-in. Once you have done that

g0 to - Settings
number.

:.

'¥ and now a “Google Analytics” tab will exist, Pull this up and insert UA-»

b, 9,4, 5. 5.4




